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working for him just now, called * Henry J(!); he is really a chief in Savaii, where his father lately died, but when he goes to * take possession ' he must give such great feasts that he has not enough money, and is working for Louis to supply the deficiency. He superintends the black boys who are building the house, and is exceedingly useful and reliable. He has a pleasant face and very good manners; Lou gives him lessons in English, and he says he wishes to learn to be a real English chief from the heart out> and he thinks no one else can teach him that so well as Louis. * . .
And now we are well on our way to Sydney, with quite a surprising number, for the Lubeck, of first-class passengers. I have got a fearful lot of commissions to do when we arrive for the Vailima people; as Lloyd remarked, * That will teach you to come to Samoa for a two-days' visit!' The weather is delightful, and once at sea we got quite away from the damp steamy land-heat.
Sydney) March 14,
HERE I am on land once more, after a very unusually fast voyage, a day under the record, I believe. I found many letters awaiting me, and good news of you all; and I was very glad to hear that Professor Swan liked the Ballads. I saw in a Samoan paper that all the critics were down upon them, but nothing very bad has reached us yet; only that Lou could